It no longer threatened a movement with the delay that that might
entail. It sanctioned the movement and if any further delay was
intended, are there not at least good grounds for believing in the
light of all that had been said, that it was to be used not for the
purpose of negotiation but for putting the finishing touches to a plan
to which its authors were already committed but which might not
yet be completely ready to put into execution? "
I shall presently show that the "famous words" attributed
to me are partly a distortion and partly an interpolation not ^
be found in the authentic report of the Wardha interview as
published in Harijan of 19th July, 1942. Let me quote in full
the portion of the Wardha interview in which that part of the
quotation which I claim is distorted appears in its correct form.
"Do you hope that negotiations may be opened by the British
Government? "
"They may, but with whom they will do it I do not know. For
it is not a question of placating one party or other. For it is the
unconditional withdrawal of the British power without reference to
the wishes of any party that is our demand. The demand is there-
fore based on its justice. Of course it is possible that the British mtiUjfa
negotiate a withdrawal. If they do, it will be a feather in their cap.
Then it will cease to be a case for withdrawal. If the British see,
however late, the wisdom of recognizing the independence of India,
without reference to the various parties, all things are possible. But
the point I want to stress is this: viz. that THERE IS NO ROOM LEFT
FOR NEGOTIATIONS IN THE PROPOSAL FOR "WITHDRAWAL!
Either they recognize independence or they don't. After that recognition
many things can follow. For by that one single act the British represen-
tatives will have altered the face of the whole landscape and revived the
hope of the people which has been frustrated times without numbed
Therefore whenever that great act is performed, on behalf of the
British people, it will be a red letter day in the history of India and
the world. And, as I have said, it can materially affect the fortunes
of war." (Capitals mine)                    (Harijan, July, 1942, p. 233)
The corresponding quotation in the indictment I reproduce
below in capital letters:
"THERE IS NO ROOM LEFT IN THE PROPOSAL FOR
WITHDRAWAL OR NEGOTIATION'*
I suggest that in the context from which this is torn and
distorted, it is entirely out of place. I was answering the ques-
tion: "Do you hope that negotiations may be opened by the
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